







EXPLANATORY O BSERVATIONS. 


T submit this report to the Chief Commissioner with some liesita* 
ion and with many misgivings. * 

As a Settlement Officer 1 had long accustomed myself to making 
careful genealogical enquiries, before 1 un¬ 
dertook to compile it; but I had little know¬ 
ledge of Ethnology as a science. I have 
therefore found the task considerably more 
intricate and difficult than I had anticipa¬ 
ted, but ] have spared neither expense no’’ 
labor (see the margin) in carrying it out 
to the best of my ability, and if I may not 
have produced anything that is etluiologi- 
cally new or valuable, 1 have, I hope, col¬ 
lected together a good deal of information, 
which may prove useful to all and interes¬ 
ting to some of the officers of the local 
administration. 

The information called for was an ac¬ 
count of the races of Avadh and a list that 
accompanied the call showed that different 
clans of Chhattris, the Abbots of Ajudhia, and 
other sects and tribes were pointed at as the 
persons in regard to whom information was 
required. 

An enquiry as to what constituted a 
race elicited the reply that the solution of 
the question was left to my own discretion, 
and unfortunately for me, I did not have 
lr . . an opportunity of perusing Mr. G. Camp¬ 

us valuable ethnological essay, which furnishes just the r o.rma- 
i required, till my labors were far advanced. 

1 here is a good deal of room apparently even amongst, sc 
nen, lor difference of opinion on the above point, viz : win 
Mutes a race ; for I observe that in the Madras fresiden 
uvil Surgeons were called on for information : only 5 of then 
ver, supplied it . the head of the Department covering the short 
ings of the others, by the remark, that ethnology was a s 
httlc understood even by Medical men. 

There was also much apparent difference of opin ion amongsi 
u e Medical officers who did report, for the numbers of race* 

•ar ed m their enquiries ranged from 4 or j in one district, tr 
iii another. 
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f was assisted oat of this dilemma by Latl am. [fe observes that 
the m’ nute Ethnology of India is as iutferesting as it is compete. 
It is the Ethnology of a country of castes ; of a teeming, m&wm* ■ 
“ industrious hut rarely independent population; of an ancient litem .. o 
{: and nn ancient nr chi •cture ,; &c. &c. 

On seeing the above opinion I determined to extend my enquiries 
into the minute details of caste, rather than to rest content with in¬ 
vestigating into the very few distinct races only, that may he louw 
hero. 

The results of my labors such as they are, I beg now with much 
diffidence to submit. 

If the Chief Commissioner should, think fit to print these papers 
or to allow me to print them, ! should much like to^circulate inter¬ 
leaved copies to the officers of the Commission, so that further materia 
might be collected for a more ambitious re port hereafter. 

I I,eg to add that I am not responsible for the unusual and unc outh 
though no doubt scholastic method of spelling oriental names ; 1 won <• 
much rather sec piain simple unmistakable Oudh or Lucknow written, 
than Xvudh and Lakhnau* 

Several causes have intervened to delay the submission Of this 
pwr, and I am only now able to forward it m compliance with an 
urgent requisition lately received, through the assistance that Mr. YY ood- 
burn of the Civil Service has been good enough to render roc. He mm*, 
obligingly undertook to arrange the portion of my notes which be- 
lon-md to the Mahommedau part of the subject; am he has very largely 
added to them from his own well stored mines of knowledge, i nee. 
scarcely say that I am grateful to him for the timely and valuable m 
lints good, naturally teiidcred. 

I wish also to state that the gentlemen * marginally named has 
been most obliging m supplying me, wit 
information, and in answering iimuinerahl 
questions put to them. 

Finally Pandit BamNaram, Head Ma 
ter of the Fnizabad school, has also heartily 

___ assisted me in collating inform,'. Hon am 

,ing long v ernacular papers which were often nearly uuintclbgi- 


Maharaja Sir "Mnn fJingb. 
jVI ir Gbafi&Jlbr Hoaprc 
IT.tltiifiHhaiiVUfVdoola. 

Pandit- Uruarint of Ajudhia. 
Cam lit uttj Namin of Doafc- 
p- ' Jgebtire* College jiU- 
'| ; Dr.' BiUIantyno’s, 


.rill only add that I have not received the assistance tram othci 
ts that 1 could have wished ; not that the Officers applied to were 

iug, but owing to the impossibility of getting the native su.kw.i- 

o take an intelligent interest in the questions they were askeu to 
r. The details therefore of the ltajpiit colonies arc not so tuU as 
Id have wished 

:miv bo well, in view to prevkif ng misconception hereafter 
to ;.dd, that the different conclusions that have been in avvn 
1 arc based on enquiries conducted in the Prov ince ot 
hcvefore, they more parti^darly rcfoT*. 1 pn 

other parts of the cou v ' '' r ' 
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Relying on their Shusters and other oriental work:, the Pan fits and 
other intelligent natives of Ay; dh divide fch# 
oS«7mS re " C ' S * 00Wlin8 human S P Ct ' 5es i,,Tr> }* < -' ri S lnai ««**> Of 

which eight were said to he indigenous to 
rindustfr;, and six. inhabited countries beyond it, limits. 'These races 
vjere roughly designated in Sanscrit by the cardinal points, thus : — 

Prdchli, the cast, hence the Prasii of the Greeks* 

Duetihal, •the south. 

Audichh, the north, and 
Paschhati , the west. 

The disposition of tho races is as follows :— 

The Eastern people* 

(1) The Punderik, (2) the Tvcrat, and (3) the Khns, were the 
hi hints of Tippova, Assam, Chittigong he., (4) tlie Kamboh, of 
iboj, or Kochin ; and (b) tho Ud ar, Or Uddra trihe which siibse- 
itly expanded into the Uria nation of Oressa, Or-dcsa, or Utkiila 
h. ' 

According to the Brahmins, Bani or Vena was the son of Aug, ruler 
jud hid, an enemy to their priestly order, from whose curse he at 
died. Two persons issued from his corpse, Firth from the arm. vho 
R'jtfli of Ajudhia, 'jjtekh id from th foot. The latter name liter- 
signifies mean, and from the possessor of It the lower ©rdf i\s such 
u* Piinderiks, K.ols, Blnls, &e., are said to liave sprung, while from 
former, the Rajas of Ajudhift of the Solar race are believed ‘to be 
cernled. 1 do not stop to discuss the probability or otherw ise of this 
innon origin of the aboriginal and immigrant races, i simply quote 
o native theory on the subject. 

To the Punderik people of whom T have never heard is assigned the 
nn try ou the banks of the Bliagirithi. The KlnU, are probably the 
me people us are spoken of by Prinscpas rf thc Kirat tribe of eastern 
Qvint^pjipera/' and by Hodgson, as Kchrat, whom, in eormnor w th 
hards and others, he describes as being of the sub-Himalayan aborigi¬ 
nal races. Similarly the Khas arc probably the same as the aboriginal 
Khasiit of the latter authority. I have no knowlede of tiie existence of 
iny of these dosser, in Avadh, but people named Ud or Udar arc some- 
hues to be met with, following the lowly occupation of Belddrs. 

2nd. The Soul hem people, 

(C) The Darwer, who inhabited the forests of tlie south, Hard- 
war being a former hattio for mat quarter of India; indeed the country 
>uth of Teli.igiUiais still known by that name; and (/) the Tiaihai, 

. as once an ail-powerlul race, and according to tradition, the authority 
one of its Rajahs; Sdhesr Arjuii, or Sahesr 13do, (having 1000 arms,} 
o was killed by Pras ram, extended over the universe. Tiwso 
pie arc large proprietor of land in the South, where, according 
>y informant, they are the s.mc as the people that vve know 
Rials, and by other names, and where .key are eschewed 
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=lfy Ryahmins ami CMmttris. Those of them on the oth(o’ ban 
/eaide iu the Benares and Blioj-pitr woviuees, have, he admits, to 
amalgamated by" intermarriage with the Rajputs tribes. 

The above is an account jpf these people from^ap intelligent biah- 
miii poiut oC viw. I will now record what European research inv 
ascertained regarding them. 

Assuming that Hailiaihaitts, Haiysl, Uyohansy Ho, Haiti! lobans, iuu 
ildiYH, are all synonymous with the Ilaihai people, we find, that lioag 
son; a, our'greatest Indian authority, mention* the Haifa as one (>’ 
theni»meioti» ckis* of indigenous andTarriulinn tongnusspoken by a poi 
tion of the aboriginal populations inhabiting the billy and jungly 1 iv 
nets between the rivers Kali and Tishta, and which tract uichu..cf> 
Avadlu 

We find Latham (a perhaps less reliable Indian authority) speaking 
on the authority of Tickill, and the Asiatic Society's publications, ot the 
Ho of Smgbham, as KoU, and describing them as locomotive agricuinu'- 
b.s aud adepts at falconry and archcry; as superstitious to the last 
degree; and as exceedingly backward iu civilisation, still in fact 
taking of many aboriginal characteristics. 

We find from Sleeman's writings, quoted in Prinscpbs Indian Ai 
unities/that the GmM KiandaU dynasty in the Central Provinces tra 
back to Ji'uln Rae, who succeeded his father-in-law Eajkh .Nagdec 
Gorid, in A. 1). 385 ; that these Gond IMjahs had previously ovcvthr- 
the ancient Haihatpap* sovereigns of Rat an pur and Lahnji, who, it 
boon Jisccrtidned from inscriptions, had ruled oyer Mundala sme^ A 
l i t. Re adds that * i addition to the places just named, the 11 «u 
bum reigned over Snnibalpur, and tho dynasty that yuecceued t , 
through the female line, as just indicated, boasted a Rajput origin, 
it is considered as not genuine. 

In a recent paper, Mr. ft. Egertoi/has recorded that ftatanpur w 
the seat of Government of >2 generations of Rajput kings of the yftn 
haibansv tribe, of whom Itagnath Singh, who died 108 years ago, was th 
liisc. 

l ve fer no\t to the writings of Sir I r .*Elliot, who records Auo I 
RAiah of IlaliU or ITardf, near Balliab, in Glmzipur, now lpduced tv 
ne vertv, is of this conspicuous elan, and that some ot its mem lets an 
kill recorded i» Zemimldrs in that District. To this tribe the « 

assigned of having been instrumental m expelling the Chirps troin thi 
banks of the Ganges, 

The same authority also records :lmt the chief of the HMMpi o' 
H'mVa was one of the twcWcwhose inincipali^es constituted tla 
tract of country on the loft or north bank of the Ganges torme.-lv luiowu 
as Banuudha, -l name which I have |ei«a rendered us dan, Avadh 01 tic 

forest of Aviuih. y - 

Sir llein v farther - elates that this tribe formerly held large dotniuio 
on the bank- of the NarbuddA. He describe* then, as belonging to t 
Sombans or Lunar race, cud he affirms that. Mahesvati or I ter 
on the NarbaddA, the first capital of that race, was branded by 
Stdicsr^ Arjdu already named, of die Ilaihai race. 





■ ■ > 

Tu wply reason > to the above notes, we see these people, from 
I iff event points of view, being identified, with or overcoming the Bhil, 
Col, Chiru niul Good Taraiilians. Wc trace the subsequent ougrattiug 
jpoii these aboriginal stums of the immigrant Arian branch : m pornapt 
t would be better to snv that we see the absorption by the ooTiquornig 
Yxiajis of tJiese aborigines into their own dock, by “which they gradual¬ 
ly became primitive Hindus. We can infer a connexion with the. 
sliak Tartar mcdrsiSiu -t- , iVom the mention of the name hag p r w ’ ' . 
the Serpent cl y.uasty win known^ and after which the dis riot of a rl * 
takes its name, adjacent to where die owner of that umne (• ‘ ' 

formerly held swav ; and finally we see the full deyelopement into t ie 
orthodox Chliattri bans, which probably in these part, dates rom tlm 
•(adoration to power of that order of Hindus, in the days or then ] 
totype Vikram&lita of tjjjain 


As far as appearance goes, it is said by the Brahmins that there is 
a considerable jesernhlancc between the Pundarik, Ildar, Onrmr arid 
Haihai peoples of whom we have spoken; hut the tact would app- 
be that long intercourse with the Arian race, to be mentioned b<; Au“ , 
mav so have altered their original conformation, tnat any ditrcrencv , • 
now barely traceable. All these rapes are said by ll ‘ U P 1 , fia 11 5 , 

lave born at different times dominant in India, and to have heen head¬ 
ed by great Rajahs and Chiefs. They governed the count/ } all the 
MdHdbhdrat war and, some of them even after that. 


3 nL The Northern People. 

(8). The Chin, or Chinese, include the Tcbetdns and Tartars*, and 
is they to some extent resemble the Kerat and Khcis already namet, 
there is reason to suppose that they arc intimately connected. 

The inhabitants of the hills of Northern India, are, in native esti- 
nationt, descended horn this class. , and are, it may be, Mongolians by 
,no-hi Thev were formerly esteemed as brave and powerful soldier, 
md as such they readily found service under the.ddlcreut Rajahs who 
uled in the Himalayas, and sub-Himalayan tr&ta. 

The best informed natbes to whom I have spoken on the subject, 
dmh, wirh respect to these eight classes of men whom they recognize 
as distinct, that there are but two distinct types of feature, and t.iese 
belov.- to the Northern and, Southern families ; and this view is much 
in keeping with the assertion of llodgson that “ the pagan ,population 
n 0 f j nphv is divided into two great classes, the Arian or immigrant, and 
“ the Tamulian or aboriginal/'' 

Latham, on the other hand, mentions that in all Truliau investiga¬ 
tion wc must hoar in mind that there is one native., and at. least tw 
foreign, clement*. Of the latter, one, he says, is that of the populations 

akin to the Niumlese and Tibetaas, whose area at one time readied to 

the Ganges : the other is ftfiot of the speakers oi the Sanskrit language. 

The mo<t acute of mv native informants entertains the opinion that 
the so-called aboriginal races who have been already mentioned as to 
, omc extent resembling each other, are more or less, like negroes : and 
tint suecial bireumsfahees have no aoubt tended ! o induce suenaisunc- 
tious as ar found to exist. For instance,, it is argued that the thick: 
skins, heavy countenances, and short woolly hair of those who ave near 
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^ 4, he equator, are no doubt to be attributed to climate', and .similr-trcfiuacj 
have produced similar effects as regards those who live ou the mountains 
and he bases his con elusions on the observation that when people froiy 
the localises just indicated, leave their homes and settle in the centra, 
parh of India, they soon lose their distinctive features and become like 
the natives of the place. 

7 have recorded the above opinion, and it must be taken for just 
whnf it h worth. It is no doubt true that the Sldi for instance does 
not lose his distinctive features on going to Europe, and that m close 
o.n observer of physical character as Mr. G. Campbell denies that any 
Indian tribe has any thing African about it; and yet we find Latham 
heaving out the above native idea and thus writing of the Ilajmahalth 
whose language ho clas«ea as akin to Tamil. << The skin is dark, face 
“ broad, eyes small, lips thicker than those of the men of the plains. 
“ That features of this kind suggv t a variety of frustrations is what we 
expect <( priori 

“ The Ibijmaliali physiognomy is Mongol writes one. The Rnjimx- 
bali physiognomy is African, writes another." 

4th, The IVestern People. 

■Native ethnologists have hut indistinct notions us to the line 
which divides the West from the North, and they therefore say that ofc 
Mu: remaining six original races of which they take cognizance, some 
belonged to the one quarter and the rest to the other. 

_ Th«7 are (0) the Slink, (10) the Pahluv "■ (17) the Faml, (1.2) the 
Darud, (13) the Taljunghb, and (JL J) the Barbar. 

These six races need not detain ns long as they arc beyond this 
province of this paper; suffice it to say that the word Shak or Chak is 
probably anonymous with the Takshak or Tartar invaders of India,, 
wbo had a serpent for their emblem, for which reason they were known 
ns the serpent race ; that the Pahluv are probably those ' people who 
♦spol e Palin i or Pchlvi , a language of Persia; that the Barhars arejro* 
bably the negro inhabitants of the Barbary states; while the words or 
names Chak, .Paiad f I)ari'id and Tal-junghh, in Sanskrit all denote shep- 
liordvs, plunderers, wanderers, or people swift of foot, and no doubt in¬ 
dicate locomotive tribes of predatory habits and propensities. 

THE ARYANS. 

In addition to these fourteen races of men, a fifteenth, according to 
the Pandits, sprang up, whose origin is mentioned in tho SradliDiifcu 0 f 
Maim, whose appearance and wisdom are described as of minute superi¬ 
ority, and who were called Ary a, a word which in Sanskrit means good 
and great. It is stated also on the authority of Mann that these Aryans 
wore all originally Chbatirfs (the Brahmins of course say all were 
Brahmins,) but for their sins they fell, even as Adam did, and then 
became divided into grades and castes. 

The cradle of man is a moot point amongst European scholars. 

The Zoolor/l»t argues that it must have been in the tropics where 
clothes wore scarce, uud where nature supplied the products of the 
earth luxuriantly. 
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The rri 'Uolo()ist again, is in favor of Chirm, Tibet and the Gan go¬ 
ld ' Pen'lli mm. because the languages spoken there are monosyllabic, 
vnd destitute of inflexions, indicating the simplest limns of speech. 

The Logician, lastly, argues in favor of another centre on general 
rathe# th£h special grounds, arid upon the principle that forces mast 
not be multiplied unnecessarily,. 

Lt is said that if the earth Wre a large circular island ; if its po?." 
pulations' were admitted to have been diffused over its surface from k 
single point, which point required to be ascertained, on the principle of 
not multiplying causes, we should ask what point would give us the 
■xisting phenomena with the least amount of migration, and the answer 
would be, the centre* 

Under any or all of these Circumstances, some portion of southern 
Vsia, whether it be the Gangetic or Indo-Chinese Peninsula, is usually 
icccpced us the starting point, if it is not the cradle, from which the 
idle rent branches of the human race followed the lines of migration, 
*ven as the circles spread and follovv each other in still water. 

Three great nations, and those allied to them in origin and lan¬ 
guage, arc said to have comprised nearly all the civilized communities, 
arid most of the mhos, known to antiquity. These were, (1) the Semi¬ 
tic, ($) die Indo-European, and (3) the dwellers by the Nile. 

Of these our present concern is with the second or Indo-European 
family* 

Nations who speak lariguages of cognate origin, and who arc prov¬ 
ed by that connecting bond to bo the descendants* of one original stock, 
arc spread over countries extending from the Gauge* to the British 
Mes, arid they arc collectively termed Indo-European nations. This 
r r( . a t Asiatic branch is divided into two principal stems. We cannot 
race them to cue centre, but we And them arising in the earliest ages 
rom two loci not far apart, and situated cast and west of the Indus. 
They have a common name, both the Pen an and Indian stems being 
ledgriatci Aryans or Aryas; and from contiguous regions, if not from 
conn ion point, these two great Aryan races were brought, whence 
ho Indian branch extended east and south, and the Persian or bae- 
rian branch to the west. The proof of this is in the fact that the 
/.cud, the earliest idiom of the Mfcdes, Persians, and Baclruuis, is 
ultimately related to the Sanskrit, the ancient language of India; while 
it also notably approaches German and other languages of northern 
Europe. Moreover, Arya and Aryana are mentioned by the Greek geo¬ 
graphers of old, while the Modes arc known to have called themselves 
Aril. 

West of the Indus, not far from Balkh, in ancient Baetria, is the 
country which the earliest traditions of the Persians point out as the 
nursery of their race. From Eorievc Veedjo or the pure Irau, the 
people of Arnmid followed thoir patriarch Uj cm shed, first to Sogdiana* 
and then to Vcrene or Persia. 

Tu the north-western portion of the country watered by the Sa- 
raswali. and situated between the Himalayan and Vindhvan mountains, 
the Brahmins place their holy Imd, Aryavaitu, the cradle of their race. 
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rj^ cv<] the Prakrit dialect, the oldest popular modi dilation I 
*dabor<de Sanskrit, as represented b> tbe .dramas of the first ccntttQ 
fii-'Cf., was the vernacular, at the time when Bane)ha preached, and oi 
Asoki, the great Budhiat king. 


There the Hindus were a nation, twenty-fiv:. generations hefore our 
era. and thence they spread, under the hierarchy of the Brahmins, and 
their two royal dynasties, descendants of the Sun and AioO&, over the 
provinces now known an Rajputan#., Avadh, Gujrat, I)ohl» aud Beliar, 
and aUo to Kashin a 1 . 


The Vedas, or divine revelations of these people, date, according to 
Max Muller, from the fourteenth century 15. <J. 


T have already said that the aboriginal mountaineers of the IIv 
ma lay as were, according to some authorities, foreign to the Indian race; 
and the natives of the south, civ iff by the Vincihvan chain, arc a dis¬ 
tinct race.) and apeak dialects, not oi the Sanskrit, but oi the 1 amuli&u 
family of languages* 


Even in Ary&varta there are said to be relics of an ancient people, 
anterior to the Brahmins. 


Such is a rapid {sketch of the origin and progress of the Aryan race 
in India, drawn from the writings of such men as Prichard, Ijatlnun, 
and Donaldson. I now proceed to record that native opinion is also 
nt variance to the cradle of the Aryan race, some thinking that, it hail 
its origin in Kailas, which is variously placed in Tibet, north of Almo • 
rah, and between Kashmir, Chifrul nud Kafemttfn; while others maim 
tain that Ajpcfim on the Sarju, or Bithur ou the Ganges, is entitled to 
this proud jn’e-eminonro. The idea that the Aryans had their origin on 
the borders of the Gaspiau Sea, whence they migrated to India, i have 
heard combated bv a Brahmin of Avadh on the following grounds ; 
(1) That theTakshak iuvaders of Iliudustan had been finally expelled 
by Vikramadita, of the Aryan van , and they attempted no more on- 
croaehnumts in India, whence it may be assumed that the latter country 
■was. the chief stronghold and original scat of empire of the Aryans o» 
espellers (2) Thn t the Sanskrit and the language of the Veda?, tin 
mother tongue of the Aryans, has no been entirely relinquished in this 
country* even at iho present time, while it form* a connecting link 
only, with Greek, Arabic, and Persian; and (3) the same may be said 
of the Veils, the first doctrines of religion established by the Aryans. 


It is beyond the province of the present paper to enter into these 
objections in detail, and 1 will therefore not dwell upon them, further 
th*,, n/M that Ihorr. ii two tides to the hsrend about the conuuesN 


than to add that there arti two aides to the legend about the conques 
of Vila am adit a, tlie other side being that he was slain by Salivahana, 
who has been mentioned as a Takshak, and is the reputed ancestor of 
the Bais Chhatfcris. 


The Solar race of Ajudhia 


The first Aryan Ohhattri Raja, having his capital at Aiddhi.4, is said 
to have been Prithu of the. Solar race. It is ailirmed that he found 
the B; damns entirely subordinated to the then dominant liaihai, a branch 
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%. uit T .prohibited from acting up to the doctrines of the 
<las.. he utter he expelled, driving them forth to eek refuge in the 
mountain* and iomte of the South. Alight not this, I ton tore tosu^t 

firtofri** • ^ i - !ra,,n,U);i> , w,<1 *oie shadows the Vyas, or traders, were ^bc 
, ? f . t,,t ' MU,u J t o nuitH wil ° came as missionaries or merchants amongst the 
Wue, and were folded !,y the lighting class who had lids defied 

k ifttln" 11 Jeildefj u " d wl f> 88 t,,e ' "' "Tosher of the wild inhabit 
ts oi mat «>ay, as a matter of course became the first Chhafrtri iiaja 


The division of the Aryan race into tin- four great families of 

er tlnn the It'’ w V} fr **?- is ^aditioualJy supposed to he 

or tli.ii! the itiija oi whom I write; but to him are attributed the 

“! isieT”’ then la, ’ d d0W “ f ° r the C0JMluct » f tlle aociat affairs of 


ihe }>mod aligned bv natives to the advent of this race, is the 
from tVZTth't V * ag6 ’ tret!i ->T g . :u,d tJ ™ the >- iwve 

l bc rd ’ r * " “ nK:ntl0U, ' d m th(J which arc 


fo the disordered state of things during the supremacy of the 
mar race, i* said to be traced (1) the greah*sOeudency at that time of 
if.' “f! ?* aborigine,., and (2) the MalmbhArat war iu u-hicli all the 
fcrc-ttt tribes took part, fins fraternal war is said to have permaneut- 
litt its evil effects m the animosity that was then engendered in the 

!ns S °L generally who forsook the counsels of the Bralr- 

ms, and gave vent to vanity, malice, and such like evil feelings. 


Fourteen hundred years after that war, Mja Namin' oft|, e serpent 
.*• ^"temporary of Alexander's., is said to have read , d the 
id. of Ins power, and Avadh fell into his hand,. Ten of the 
J' vst ' reed, be expelled the Solar and Lunar races from their seats 
' Vv'es’t' AjU ' 1,; ‘ a,ld Prag ' and compelled them to seek refuge in 

i« said to have largely caused the amalgamation of Tacos bv 
ei.nam.gr; and ware told by Marshman (if hi. authority cimi l<> 
eptedj t.mt this Uajii's co-religionists « became gradually moor Ki¬ 
tted with the tribes winch had preceded them/' The Brahmins 
«.g to I lie neglect into which they i.ad fallen with the CbhattrL 
ckuow.ng that they were dealing a fatal blew to such influence ^ 

lulc’ri! UtolUCf ' alC “ ,d t0 1,avc madc (:on >mou cause with these 


jiiter the expulsion of the Solar race and the death of K„mb, 
i' 11 ' f ' lst ’iplc ol bakya or Gautama Ban®, Asoka, and others’ 
IS me, held sway They respected the liudlmt priests who it lite 
m ulhrmed, were then masters of Ajddhia, and who recognised th re 
•n as their nominal chiefs and ye.t one can hardly suppose the Bud- 
t L; ti , propagated so rap., ly that Bddhist priests vver • masters of 
-miua m the liie time of a rlisci^le of Snkyd Maui. 


in process oi tunc the Chhattris once more began to regain their 
I gro.m.l, am to acquire property in land ; and the next phase in the 

4 ,,ldiS n KU )lstor) ’ “V tl,ttt ppPyh » tl. the Tiiards arc & the . 
five held pos$c$sioit about Ajudhiu. lu 


a 



“SS o » t Si "&«““” i *'“““" 1 “ r“*“ <line “ fi " *"”' 

turns. 


The Northern Section. 


The Thants. Th&ifc some is derived ft 

denwens of the wood*, J^dtte tbev can say no more on that po 

Thul, the Sanskrit for inhabitant, and tMTW * J&ftisto, 

*# “■« “ 

tinder that dynasty. ■■ - 


. r that dynasty . i vet Hodgson, than whom 

•’ n, “ ” tobt 

boriginr.l dialect of their own. 


rifflHCJ dialect OI liit.u . . 

‘ Mtham, on the of dele 

tk -^SEISSSxS'^i 

Uftvt! not Uiu pftp^r to refer to 


cjot thu p»F r ™ r * ier 

quered Bct^«^^ k oLW Botwat, in rent-free tern 

►Ba’n&i*) It is probable lba. irifWior caste by the people ot 1 
f hill origin, who ore ootwdewjl ^f ^ ^ ^ 0 f glanders a 

•«■**-*•»- 

f thp fcjjls and plains. 



tg analyse the above statement, we find that lUc Rataii 
grCIxitaui* was overthrown by Ala-ud-din Khilji in A. I>*, 130-3/' w\ 
find that the title of the dynasty to which 
Eatan Sen belonged was Aditya; they bad 
sprung fromGeblot.es, IWnaras, and primarily 
from Surajbansfo, the Solar race of Ajudhia, 
and are in fact said to he the descendants ot 
Loh, the eldest son of the redoubted Sara- 
chander of that ilk- We find that they are 
not “Jutar” Chhatris, of which section there 
is no trace ; nor have I any knowledge of the 
historical particulars of the conquer of Bot- 
wal, by Rat an Sen, though we. know that the 
attacks of the family in those days on the 
BMhfem of Gyfth, and the Gangetic Districts, 
were both many and fierce, Can it be possible 
that for Av.t.ar , vve ought to read l, tar or 
Northern Chhattris; for there s as a solar 
dynasty of Nepal 1600 years 13. 0., and it 
may have been the cadets of this race, who, 
amalgamating with the people of the lower 
Himalayas, became the progenitors of the 
Tharus. 


Tors.—A highly rom&i-Uo 
al work called lho “ Rad¬ 
ii;’* toils, how ftM parrot* 
inch he had paid a lack of 

con' eyed to Hajii. Ik Uan 

a Chitaurgurh the in'-eUt* 
a of the extraordinary bcau- 
md charms ot jPwmdMt 
daughter of the then Ruler 
,'evlon ; how Batin' Sen went 
,h ;di the head of an array df 
oteoa and won fc j how a 
•barged and vindictive iami- 
prieet conveyed n«tva of the 
v’a at tractions, to Ala*ud-diu 
ilii at BaUiin ? ho w that Sal* 
thereon besieged Chitour* 
h, to make irar his prey, and 
vie* by etr'dagem captured 
e Raja, abandoned the. siego 
d carried him otf ta Delhi® j 

>w Radiaawi.it, also by strata- 
m, etfeewd hor husband’s os- 
p^, and how joal >usv led to a 
jjdJy duel between Rai mi Sen 
) the Raja Deo P41, which re* 
lted in the death of both those 
uaUmyas persona, and the seli- 
imolatioD on her husband s 
neral pile, of the disconsolate 
dm&frut. 


F.lpbinstone and Marahroan 
h allude but bricily to the 
kck of A 1 f v-ud*din on Ohitauv- 
•h« but it appears certain that 
suppression of the Chit- 
cgurh family WOf only tein- 
arv, for, ns already noted, the 
aaty was very shortly restor- 
and the descendants of this 
stri >ua bouse, who alone o£ 
he Rajput princes, withstood 
efforts of the Mahoramedan 
perore to connect themselves 
tnOrriigo, are st-iJl represented 
he Kajan of Udeypdr in Ccn- 
, India, the oldest royal fium- 
n the world* 


Cue thing, however, $een\s probable, and 
that is, that, the origin of these foresters is of 
a much older date than the time ox Rafcan Sen; 
and yet I find, a • will be seen hereafter, that 
a number of tribes in these parts besides the 
TMrus of the sub-Himalyan districts, as, for 
instance, the Nats, the Kanjars, the Ser- 
mars, and the Brajl- s's, all teil the same story 
of their having beer. Chhattris, w ho were dri¬ 
ven forth and degraded after the Chitaurgurh 
Avar. 


must note, that according 
rinBt-p’i tables, tho sock of 
aur took place in A. D-, 

■ vheo Lukshiveu Sen, who 
dd to have married a Ceylon 
ruled; and thntRutan 
i, who ruled in 1539,, is fiftid 
have fallen in a duel with the 
>ndi Raja. 


We turn next to an interesting account of 
the Thirds of the Lakhimpur or. Mabomdi 
District in Aviulh, by a former Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, and it is to say the least of it a 
strange coincidence, that affinity is traced to 
Ghitaur by these people in that quarter also, 
which is hundreds of miles removed from the. 
Gorakhpur District. 

Captain Thurburn thus writes i — 

" The Race k of the Hindu Aryan family, 
“ though the features of it? members bear 
“ evidence of intermixture with Tartar blood. 


It is supposed that the race is descended 
<( from the same Rajput caste as the Kar.6 of 


“ Chitaurgurh, and previous to its exile it was 
settled in the Province of that; name in Central India; but during the 
wavs in the reign of AbCud-din Ghoii, in the veur.1151 A. D., its mem- 


'1^8 AOtr| A . n: 

* - - AVt _ T . 



( 10 > 


§L 

In.’ Himalayanmo 


bora migrated to the wild jungles at the foot of tin* 

“hens, iu the Province of AvWlh, and have ever since coritiii 

there.* 

*' ■Vovie. -Tltpr/' in iihtorioiil a In cverv village the Mahomdi Th 

Zr iuSwi* ihJn'; " aw f oi ‘f ** four office fere ; 

®ftUo SulUn.-See above. ' as ehic * (>r headmen, one ns accountant. 

“ h* arbitrator of disputes and di^tribute 
" rasmrOM, ami another to attend on the chief and to the requirement 
tbe community ns well ns strangers A share of t Bo produce is nsnio 

<i t-i, n . ..... . . r . . - » 


for the performance of these duties. The Tha *ds are hard-working^ 


j ' ‘ viviuv-o, .1. ^ ‘ U 

'■ Mu-pass othev natives in this respect; they are peaceful and unit«d' ; 

“ rationally help cadli other in eultiva'tftig' the soil It ice is their sta, 
“ crop, and from t ins they used to distil an intoxicating liquor, to'the ci 
“ sumption of Which they «-cre much addicted. They eat merit, ( whi 
" has died or been hilled) fish, unleavened bread, and’ vegetables. Tin 
‘‘ cannot stand the sun and so use umbrellas made of leaves. 'The w 
“ ruen are chaste and hawly. The Thdtd believes religiously iu -witch era 
"and sorcery is commonly practised Kat-h member of tlie trio < o. 
“ dructs a hollow mound opposite his door and thereon erects a stic 
* K<m.— Villas or Dim!:, tlic like a “ jwllas," ‘ 

Bufccta jfryflxliwu. 


u This he considers sacred, and worships as an idol. Those -neon) 
1 observe the Holi festival wir.h much ceremony. 


“ 1 he Mahomdi Thihnis are divided into the Rfimi-Batnr and Ala 


r wuryah 


stems, and these do not intrmnivi y. When one of the tribe die 


.* “ .nvnv V«V» inn lUKTiminy, WUCn One OI til 

" the body is painted with vermilion and saffron and placed before tl 
‘ f mound already men toned, and during the entire night an ineantatif 
“ lt; PWinounced. This ceremony is supposed to be an aid to witchcra'* 
^ am! enables those who survive to prevent, wild animals from eatb 
“ their crop,, without resort to night watching. 


“ They do not consult Brahmins as to marriages ; they have no b 
“ trothiils, and. they marry during all the months of the year. 


r| * K ' ,r houses arc made of grass and mats raised from the groun 
“ fu . u l 0 ’;' ac ^ ladders, (from which fact those who d v eil iu nmlario 
“distrio* umr well take a practical hint,) mid they all cultivate garden 
lhey are bold sportsmen, good, marksmen, and expert game-snare 
They cat meat, except the. flesh of cows and buffaloes. They pro 1 
(he patne to the British form of Government, and when.a transfer 
“ territory was made after the rc-oeoupation of Avadh, many Tittups 
“ our Districts went over to Nepal,” 


The Th u -ivof the Gondat Tend look upon Ajiidldn as their t 
eirnt home, and their habits arc similar to those of the Mahon 
members of the tribe : a peculiarity is that each family, however larg 
m a simple dormitory; max partitions separating the beds, tl 
eMest male mernbef having* his petition near the soliiar> door The 
have three meals a day, 'kalew'd' (breakfast,) maijhani (dinner' an 
bean flipper). Their salutation or friemllv greeting, they cad '<< iSe 
W'itagai.” The ttrmd* of th, locality, not" of dieir tribe ‘ they co 
“ Baji” and ** & • . w '< bigdhari.*' 
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'rilC (iov h Thfmia fall into tin- following sub-di\ Uton*. ( 0 (;«>; 
s-Kftiargils {%y . DingoreAs, (3) Tharkooiahras (1) »jni-Mos- 
as (5) .Vurabias ((>) Dhaik&r. 


No ] Of those ii?ed formerly to wear the Brahmimeal thread » 
y do wot now do so. They drink' spirits, cat fish and llesh, hut not 
•fe ; and they employ washermen, harbors, and od^s^rs; {M f* 
•ongh tlic preliminary marriage ceremonies of i cla.-- and i an 
u" but waive that, of “ Laguti.” 


No. 2>„ Rear pigs and poultry shave themselves, and wash tlinr 
wn clothes, using for the purpose the oahes of the Asmatn. Ihey *c- 
move dead cattle ‘with their own bands, and are ( heir own oi press,’rs 
They d;••regard all tin marriage ceremonies named above, ;md all tn.it 
• s necessary is for the friends to assemble, kill and eat a pig, and com- 
ilcte the marriage ! They smoke, but do not eat with bo. a. 


No. 3. These perform the same mean offices and core! Dome- as 
s lo. 2, but, in luldition, they make earthen vessels ; and tine, >nio ,e wit i 
other tribe. 


No. 4. These only differ from No. 2, in that they arc fishermen, 
wul carry the litters of Nos. 1, 2 and 5. 

No 5. Those drink spirits and eat flesh, cultivate lunjl, and chi- 
pi.>v washermen and barbers, and also ohumars to remove fiend cattle. 
They smoke with No. 2, aud marry like No. 1. 


No. C. Are mendicants, and get. fixed annual alms from the other 
five classes. They eat with No. 2, and worship “ Kharg.” 



■ v $) 
lib a w an i. 


Tim- make offerings of milk and cakes to Nos (1) , (g) and (3) of 
hesc • lie-goats and rams to (1) and (5) j eoclcs and spirits to ( >) , pigs 
0 (7)’; hens to (8), and young goats to (9). 


They call their spiritual guide “ Gord B«M " and they profess cn- 


re ignorance of Budh by name, 


Tbev consider the touch of the following to bo pollution, awl ah- 
.olve tie mselves Vrmn the consequences by sprinkling their bodies witii 
31 • viz., the Chamar, Bhang! Hallalkhor. Ron, Wpbor, Ilaila 
(ujf, Snrki and LohAr. The lasc three of these eat wild buffaloes aud 
trorshb) Jhankhan . 


The Thfete use the Hindi character in writing One or two in¬ 
stances have already been given in which they have a special nomencla- 

tdre. 


The following list of words in common use amongst them lias also 
been supplied to me, but many of these seem to be but slight inflexions' 
of Hindi words:— 
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ISnolmk. 


The earth, 
i’ricd cakes. 

-A woman. 
Father-in-law. 

Fldor brother-ir..la,w\ 

Brother. ui-Iuav'k wife. 

Brother-in-law 

Sister. 

Son. 

’Daughter. 

An Ox. 

A woman's mother-in-law. 


JF£tinD 08 TAt*I. 


Zamln. 

Puri. 

Aurai. 

Susor. 

Badit Sala. 
Sala-ki-joru. 
Bahnoi. 
BaLan. 

Beta. 

Beti. 

Bail. 

Aurut-ki-sds. 


TiuevM-A^ 


3)hart» 

Thfikchi. 

Jauni. 

Bawrat and Main to. 
Jirhan. 

Baburin. 

Bhatu. 

BhainL 

Xohda. 

Tondia. 

JVafca. 

Mau. 


The ^Qtinhas. These people arc said to be an off shoot from the 
Thirds. They are to he found in the sub-Hmialayan districts, wearing 
Clothes made of the kind of blanketing known as Bangara, and by trade 
they are stone cutters, divers, and gold-washers. One of these ) ion can 
realize about 2 annas worth of gold a day. 

They take their name from the vernacular term for gold. They 
drink spirits distilled born the unhusked rice, and known as Dluin, 
J bey arc not polluted by the touch of the meanest mortal, and they 
worship their departed ancestors. 

Their votqrm ire cunning in sorcery, and they follow the customs 
of the Ih/uMus in liieir marriages, 

.1 ho Raji/as or Rdju , of the Bahraich and Mahomdi forests, are but 
little removed from savages, and live by the chase. 

The Deputy Commissioner of MahomcM mentions them as origin 
all)* corniftg from the Himalayas, and as being similar to the Thdnis in 
their habits, They arc said to be industrious cultivators, and practise 
witchcraft. Accidental death by drowning, or by a fall from a tree, is 
thought to ensure a better future, by these people, than a natural death. 

It may be mentioned that the word Raj means chiefship ; and tlv 
adoption of the name RajvA, maybe taken to‘imply that these poopi- 
held themselves to be chiefs amongst the srvages ; Rajbhars' and' Raj 
pasi in this way claim precedence of Bfcars and Basis; a superiority 
now ever, which the latter contest. The word Raj put means son of the 
Ibijd or chief, and it was originally I believe, applied to the illcgi'imate 
otrspnng exclusively, lienee toe objection of orthodox (Jhhuttm to the 
designation 1 * 

Amongst the Koch or Kus in Assam, Itajbansis arc to be heard of 
nnd they do not hold the name because they are Chhattrls, but because 
they c.re the bans or descendants of a Raja of Kuch Behar. There is 
therefore fair ground for assuming that the prolix Raj denotes feudal 
superiority. 

The Banjdras > It has been mentioned as possible that these warn- 
.aering traders may be th ? descendants of the ancient Vya*. of which 
people we shall have to speak anon . for in appearance and habits they. 
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with Thfirus, are said somewhat to resemble the ancient 
fin's; end it is also possible that when the latter were driven out, 
betook themselves to the wilds, the former accompanied them. 
y have long made the forests between Gorakhpur and Hurd war, as 
fas the wilder parts of Central India, their home: but they consider 
nsi and Hisstir as the places whence they originally came ; the same 
rt nf India as that to which certain of the tiader castes, to he men. 
aed hereafter, trace their origin. The Hindu genealogical records 
ually consider the BanjAr&s to be Charvns or Bards. Some of them 
re known as Bahrups, lnit there are few if any of this branch m north- 
tn ivadh. The Mahonrunedan portion of the tribe say they were 
diverted in the days of ShaMb-ud-din Ghori. Sir Henry Elliot con¬ 
siders that the word Banjdni is older than the connexion of I ndia with 
Persia, and that the tribe has become much intermixed with other 
classes. 


<§L 


In Rohelkhand the jurisdiction of the Banjnras, prior to the predomi¬ 
nance of the llohilla Afghans, was very extensive, Des -t of the tru.a 
having held a Pargandh. According to Sir Henry Ellio\ they inter¬ 
marry with the Nats. Latham places them in the migratory .Jibes, 
and on the authority of Balfour says that they call themselves Sober, 
which in their language means man, He 
Note, for Gohar f b.oaid we also mentions that they affect a Rajput des** 
«ot read Got Traimi*. ctn ^ ^ c \ 0 the Nats/ Tie says that their 

commuhities are called Tdnda, and their chiefs Naik, and that they are 
Uullock owners and grain, merchants. 

Local tradition asserts that the r.own oi Tand&, iu the T aizubad 
District, derives its name from the fact that in ancient times it used to 
he a great rendezvous of the Ranjara people, and tradition seems to be 
well confirmed, by the allusion of Latham to the word TUndfc cited above, 
and also by the mention by Sir Henry Elliot, of Badhd-TAncJa m Ro¬ 
helkhand; as one of the places from which the .Baujsttfs spread. ^ Gene¬ 
ral Cunningham, too, mentions a Taudd tran^Oogra, which he say- 
takes its name from being a halting place of Banjaras. bir Henry 
alludes to the Banj&ra chiefs being styled Naik. 


At Taudi in this District there is a colouy of Baujdrfc exl ration, 
the settlers of which came originally from Junahpur, (lnhuti, whose 
members arc known m the fevm as Balwars, whose chiefs arc still 
styled Naiks, and who are to be found in 
this and the neighbouring districts in the 
12 villages marginally named. 

They here affect a Brahmin origin, and 
they either call themselves Brahmins of their 
native villages (as for instance Chahova-ki 
Brahmin) or they allege a Gor Brahmin 
descent. 

These people have no concern whatever 
with, nor ere they recognized by other 
Brahmins, and they intermarry amongst 
themselves. At different times there have been additions by enlistment 
into the Gov Brahmin family, and for this reason some of these people 
artfully profess a connexion with that branch. 


.Ton'd*. 

■Mcharvdifiur- 

Cbubora, 

Bheboura. 

Bakrah. 

Mehadowl. 

• SarJah. 

Karam^ur. 

Ilium! pur- 

Mftrjadehpur ChukwaH. 

Karmow ii * 

Cheontiah*deadh. 
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It will by. «cen -that tile member of tins colony of Barg dr 
meet a Rajput docen t, nor do they intermarry with Nats 



According to Sir Henry Elliot, the ibaijara sect lias been bu 
recruited fr /in various other tribes* and this is evident from the 
that the endless d tile rent subdivision* have numes vixiok indicate t, 


Tim Trans-Gogra Bai^Jnfs live a gipsy sort of life, building 
bouses, and living all the year round under portable rood thatch 
Their chief trade is in salt, which they ban g from'a distance and le 
out in summer, receiving rice in exchange in winter. 

The dress of their women is very peculiar; whether old or voun 
these women wear red or other dark colored fabrics, studded over win 
small shells, (cork.) They worship the Zlnda Shhh Muddr, a sainted 
fchch of Syria, who is said to have lived 3D5 years Thought by some to 


* y . . . , Jbujihmo 

h V stall hvuug), and w hose stymie is the scene of a great annual fair a* 


Makhanpur, in Zilah Kanpur. 

They make offerings to this saint of sweetened rice. 

Ttey many in their own tribe, but unlike the Mahommedans, do 


not many cousins. They drink spirits. They do not rtwadmit into tin ii 
society women who have fallen ; but they marry widows. 


Their children arc circumcised, and a woman is unclean for W 
days, after child-birth ; contact with Charmirs, Halirtkhors, Bhaugia 
Koris, Dharkfirs and Domes is pollution, and involves a bath. 

They rather scorn written accounts, and will settle complicated 
transaction. 1 involving hundreds of Rfrpees, with the utmost?’accuracy, 
from memory alone. Some of them, however, do have resort to wri¬ 


ting, employing others for the purpose 


In manners and customs there is said to be much similarity w 
the Hindu and Mahonimedan branches. 

It is asserted that the Mah nmedan Ban jar as have taken largely 
to supplying the Commissariat Department with horned cattle, and to 
enable them to procure them and deceive the superstitious Hindu 
villagers, they adopt the Brahmimeal thread at pleasure 1 

In following this trade they also resemble the AW*. 

The Chats, are another class who inhabit the Trans- Gogra districts 
uml live chiefly on fish, by cultivation, and bv making "reed mat': 
they correspond with the Gmlva of the Southern districts, and »r' V 
fact, a branch of the Mallah tribe, with whom they smoke, but do no. 
eat. 

They frequent the neighbourhood of large jltils and nrers, and are 
divided Hie' -lie eastern and western Tranches, who do not iuteruun ry. 

Tlte former at: to be found in large numbers iu the neighbourhood 
of the great Bala* lake in the Goraklijttu- District. In the month of 
January these people repair to the hills, taking their families with thorn 
■ fort he purpose of preparing the juice of the Mimosa Catchu {Kbaud 
winch is used as an astringent with the betel leaf. The bark is slrin-ed 
oU; the juice extracted, boiled in water, and then left to evaporate tall 
it becomes a mass. With this, these people return to their'homes in 
Mav or J unc , 
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atijiaiisXfforship the monkey God Mahriba, Sati Aiiiin, *wd TDabi- 
rtf they makooiTeriup^ follows: 11) rioo <md mill. Ofhr)m 
e l,(3) n mixture of cooked nee ami vetch, (urd) callod PA«trd. 
'cs, "(puri) arid now rice, (Jawar) to DaWjunu (4) molasses arl 
.der to Muh&blr. 

dhese people eat pork mil drink spirits. The salutation wl«cb‘he 
„ , ,, , , juniors make to their elders is called pam- 

^Bg^VSSgg gau ;» father in-law is styled Muktu, a mo- 
toriora u.U 'oror India. ther-ift-law Muhtisl. 

A woman who sins with one of her own tribe, may bo absolved by 
ling the brethren, but not so if her accomplice is of another caste. . ■ 
Mr. E. A. Reade in his "Note on inferior castes, N- W. R.” says o’ 

> Chsus of Avadh and the east, that they « are extraordinarily clever 
tposiors. They are usually the thimble-riggers, and ornament stateu- 
of fairs; but occasionally take high flighfe of swimuing am 
lo&hire.” I apprehend however, that tins is a description that, applies 
tho Barwdr tribe (in eastern ijCvadhat any rate) rather Hum to me 

The Hyti } Mztgar*, Kcrnjdn $c. 

According to Richardson, (Vol. VII. Asiatic Researches) tin 
pnellatiou of the Nats extends to several tribes, and properly bgungti 
o many more,* each party having branched out and formed use ( luto 
. distinct sect, agreeably to the habits of life or modes of subsistence 
vbidi necessity and local circumstances may have mducea them to 
ulopt, as their own peculiar calling or art/' 

.According to Grellman, all gipsies, including those o( Europe 
i their origin in Hi ndustdn, laving sprang from ParkU or Sad ms. 
eir emigration from India he attributes to the dev astation of larnur 
i$~9 A. IX But Sanson, in his history of the gipsies (I«os>) contests 
* as follows, "The idea that the gipsies verca tribe Oi hwat 
Inti drivoa by the cruelty of Tumur to leave Hindustan, is not for a 
aaent to be , demined, for why should that conqueror have specially 
milled himself with the lovrw class of Hindus, or why should they in 
ticular have left Hinddsian " Richardson thought that the mode 
ife of the Nats assimilated to the description given by GrelAwau ot 
former class. 

In Persian, the Nats are kuown as Uaziyar or players, and they^ are 
Uvklod into (I) Chari (2) Athbhya (.3) BCnsa, ( : ; Parbatti (o) 
kur, (f>) Dorkeui and (17) Gaugwar: buttl'i:.classification is mere- 
aomiua), because they all intermarry, and are descended irom tiic 
io eomraou ancestor. Some of them profess to be Musnlnuuis, hut 
v always employ a Brahman astrologer, and dio reverence * ansyn, a 
ious musician of Akbar’s day, as their tutelarydeity, loosing to him 
professional success a-’ ringers, dancers &c. They sing the son** ot 
bir a rustic poet of the days of Sher Stall (the Cromwelllow Um..,) 
o founded the KaWr-paUlu sect, who are strictly neither Musubnaus 
• Hindus ; and who, for their veracity aua simpbcity ot manners, 
e been culled the Quakers of the East. 

Liquor, with tin Nats, is the summum bemirx. of life ; and ‘-very 
enee ia'referred to arbitration and expiated by plentiful Ubations o 
rong drink,. 
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Daughtcv are considered proiliictive property by thfikc 
they therefore marry comparatively bite in life. 



The singing and dancing females aye without moral resty 
hut chastity' is strictly enjoined amongst those that are turnbi 
loug as they continue as such. Incontinent m their y outh , these 
cease to be public, performers when they marry, autl ave said, as a 
to In thereafter virtuous members of the community. 


These wandering players live under portable reed mats, and 
always found iu gangs under a Sirdar by whom the members o 
company arc often hired for a term, as with our actors. Ihev pro 
«r«et honest v, yet the looseness of then-early morals and die demat 
of die word ‘Natkhxt, or scamp, would load to a dmerent impression. 

Tradition ssvs that 200 years ago there were 4 brothers in t 
itooarcs Province; named 1. T I, % Sammulla, 3 Ghumlra, am -1 lh 
who wandered forth towards the four cruartcrs oi the globe, the his 
the East, the second to the West, the third to the North, and lie iou 
to the South. The descendants of the first are numerous ahem bali.a, 
Kavdwfai, and Hogtf, having a chief at Chander-koua, and others motl 
places. 

Ricliardson aiul Colebroolc could not distinguisli any poenlu rUy 
feat iu*e which would characterise them as a distinct peop’e. 

They had hoard of from 18 to 32 sects., who all come under 
common donominatlon of Nats. 


In Coltbrook's arrangement of the Hindus, the Nnt^Bto«a>*> i 
arc entered in the 6th class. In Sir W.. Jones ‘ M*» 

« *.. on 01 °o 0 *, their ori o ’m is clofvrlv pointed ou«, tnus 

jiKiicSy-.ixtiSai’Ki 

i,n the nroner ceremonies of assuming the thread, and the liKe, pee 

%£t£®iSSZ w m, 

mh cad Cshatriva comes a son called I i*alla, a Malla, a Mien, J 
\T ff iic See Tim Pmchpnri or Rady a Nats differ m many points fi 
the ifc^ar find are more like the Gipsies of Europe than any of 

other c'a^es They are athletic, nimble, and adroit jngglois. 1 
WaSirdtto e^h sub-division ard are known under the van 

denominations of Chan-mars, hr.mpcrfts, iv.indar, Nacli- -y a * 

,1 « Bakets See. and are commonly known as Kaujar in these provn 
M W | t „f these are Musalmans, and some wander abqnt boggiut 
mvv.. This tribe are suspected oi being great thieves. 


The Nats bury their dead, and follow' up the ceremony by get 
draw! The v have few' religious scruples, but have some preference 
h'i : iortho Himld goddess Kali. They are. mostly Unclean m i 
In bit"' and in their food, eating carrion They collect medicinal he 
im'l catch and tame, animals and birds Their women practise ply 
cunning, palmistry, dentistry and tattooing, elnefly amongs 
l-Yrnaie tYsiiltv out of one's own caste is unpardonable. fte W 
who introduced the viol of 3 strings into Enrope aboutthe ^ J 
tar „ appear to have been a race exactly similar to the Bazigaft of t. 
dav" They had a chief who was called the Kmg of the minstrels, 1 
they were ‘exempted from the Paris octroi on nngmg a song, ■> 


\> 4 > dance to the-tollmen! Their language, though 

: va fetina, is or a marked oriental cast, and many of the words are 
bond in the Sanskrit, Malabar, and Bangilf languages. Such 
as the following are common to both the gipsies of hnrope and 
iz : li-ijah, .Rani, Bibi, Rani, Kau, Muciu, Gliuv, Nak &c. 

he Nats that we meet' with in Avadh differ a good deal in t.he»r 
tents from those summarized above, and they divide themseb -s into 
eight classes marginally named. They say 
Osakan. they were all Rathor Ch hat tries who were 

expelled from their homes by the Afahomrae- 
BucH.'joti. dan conquest of Chitorgarh, and they then 

J’ejanciili, took to the different modes of life which they 

;| V now follow, for their support. Of Tie eight 

r 11 i !■ i.iigarlu classes named the Sanwut, Maha vat and 

Bazaar brandies are now Mahommedans 
others all still call themselves; Hindus. 

x. The Grille nr i branch has three sub-divisions, (l) Kapur? (£) 
ilia and (3) Sarwarn. The men of this branch chiefly occupy them- 
vos in buying cattle for the butcher. The women arc cuppers, 
tids and aiiTwls. They eat reptiles, bury their dead and drink inor- 
Marriage is confined to their own three sub-di vision. 


XL Bmwat. These also supply the butchers. Tin y arc profea- 
mil singers of the praises of Ala and l ddl, the heroic Chuudols, who 
.(, afterward the servants of the lUthors, from whom tiwwc gypsies 
claim to spring. Their women arc employed to tattoo the body by 
ive females. 

III. BrijbfUi. The men walk on high stilts, the women slio win-their 
fidcncc hv dancing and ranging fonder them. They cat pork, drink 
its and bury theiv dead. They take their name from Braj, the 
:it at umne of the country round Muttrah,, 1o which they say they 
nok themselves after expulsion from Chitorgarh, but irom which 

r wore subsequently driven. 

IV. Barkgoii The men are adopts in wrestling and the use oi the 
de stick. The women are depraved. Tho\ bury their th id. It win 
Observed that iu the name of this branch we have m indication of a 

\ Rajput origin, the Bachgoti Chhatrb being of eastern Avadb. 

W Bejanedh . These arc tight rope daueers. They drink, and 
y their dead in mi upright posture. 

VI. EnrcAh These arc not players, they arc known to turnup 
rever a feast' is going on, and the scraps that are left are their por- 
t . The women arc depraved, the dead arc buried, and the members 
(kink. 

yjL Mahawat . Those are said to be expert in the treatment 
mtuafisiti, and to be dealers in cattle. Drinking is confined to 
iors, on the occasion of deaths. 

VIII. Hangars. Tlioso arc conjurors who perform tb‘ 

<ki t , anil otiter well known tricks. T!*ey dmk, v ' 
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T)ie M ats from whom I had the above particulars iul'dr 
the K'n j-rs were altogether diatonct thorn theiu, as wto 
tribe, The former they described as unclean of person, (ami 
they certainly seemed to assimilate !) and caters of cation, 
passers (not fabricator’s) of base cola, and thieves by day They 

lrY,a„r». i-r, i-V.r> '"K WY if tilbl f'Y « 11 t.VJl.1 VffSVll 



Tht Syarmars of Northern Avadli, fall into the following btar. 
all intermarry, viz: 1 Sombaiwi, 2 Mynpuri (5) Chohdn a> 


who all miorm&rry, ... . . ,,,. 

Bata, but I do not place much iaith in this classificati.cn ; among CMia 


at least. Mynpurt and Chohai would be syuouimuus terms,. It is loca 
n ff’mtcd that these people also were formerly Chhattrisexpelled, fro 
Chitorgrrh, and the names given to the different branches levels s.oi 
colour to the assertion, by pointing nt a Kiijpu 1 origin. They do not r 
wear Eralmimical thread ; they eat buffaloes, drink spirits, and the o 


gods which vhey worship are their own deceased lore-fathers, wiu 
they treat ixa such. They have a most peculiar method of sticrifici 
buffaloes. First of all they take some seeds of the cassia fistula, so: 
-nun* of wiieut; saudal, and vurga, and place them on t white clort 
twenty times, at random. Tf on counting them they are found to b< 
often an even as an odd number, the dietv is presumed to be jleast 
They next light a lamp and station a buff aloe 50 pares therefrom, Tf t 
animal runs at the light and extinguishes it, the gods are satisfied > t 
buff aloe is then killed with spears, his head cut off and burnt in the fi 
and his flesh eaten. This procedure is usually gone through before st«\ 
ting on predatory excursions. In former days many of these pcoj 
Jived in the Goudah jungles, and used to nuke distant excursions 
commit, rubbories. They are however rapidly disappearing. ^ Wlicra < 
dies, ho is buried, some brass vessels and golcUnohurs being placed in 
grave. T’l^ tribe is then fed The men wear a long lock or tuft of hr 
vvliich the widow cuts off when her husband dies. The marriage ci 
mony is peculiar. The bride, dressed in yellow, sits on the ground, \v 
her left l ia front, while the bride-groom steps across them s< veiv-tir 
Tiiis done the ceremony is complete, and the tribe is then fed. In fide 
is not condoned ; but widows re-marry. They call the mother Amin 
the fat be v A gall. When these people meet they *hcke hands as ve 
Thep do not touch the cow , but passing round it on the l ight, show tl 
reverence by bowing to it. They eat food that has been touched 
brah mins and Chhattm. They cook u common, but eat separately. 


Northern Avadh they were formerly of such influence m to emp 
numerous retainers. They are said to have been in the habit of hid 


their treasure under trees, and they arc still occasionally seen to rer 
to their old hauufcsm tin disguise of Fakirs to search for it. 


The Southern Section, 


TV enow come to the ancient m habit r us of Avadh who ave sail 
m 0 f Southernorigin; these arc the Haiti of whom we have 
; ! P 0K :n m detail, audwho are uow rarely to be met with nearer to * 
Vc'vim v than' .Benares aud Ghampur ; the Bhfls of whom a tow ir 
stiUbenic ; u gasifcru Avadh, where they arc more eommoi 

called drr VJsuiua, the ehildrcn of the woods, whose chief occupati 
is making &^*c Cp leaves; and the IT we, 
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^■hiMbars. Aiddliya is well known to have boon the cnjm i! <£ 
of liitij^s v'liicl' Iwgrut wit!i Tksl'uak which included m i ' 
llVr fcr l‘asrat,:;M' lUtslio mid ll&nctuuWtra, and which ended wit« 
tlle e KT.nlaion of the last of them, .Drigbmi, who fled to the .Soutli pro- 
babl about the time that Raj 4 &and who- ,has beeii clrndy urmied? 
or ii»son Ubnndra Gupta, of the serpent race, (who are decmwl Mra 
by the Brahmin of these days, and) who lived uidito dayiv ufe 
^^* ider the Great, o-env helmed and suppressed die Cnhattm: ihi\t\ 
is, iiifljy. view, he put them out of caste* 


According to Hindu annalists the Chhattrift were nearly if not 
1 together annihilated, in the interests of Bndimimsm, by l'ansiam, 
md after several generations they were recreated at a opiat ocatiojt ot 
ae Gods on xuonrit Abv'i, in view to their lighting the battles o\ the 
brahmins against the BudhisU. 


Be that as it :may, there seems t> be some reason to believe that 
ue Ohhattrls as we now see them Only reached their lull development 
these parts contemporaneously with, or subseqifciit to, the AdJltom- 
tedaii conquest, and they have siiicc well maintained tlieii ascendancy, 
t has been said that driven from all the great centres of Hajput power 
nd Uiiulit devotion, by the AlahommetUm compievors, the Cnnatim 
■ol refuge, in flight and betook themselves to the mountains and 
..rests of ^Northern' and Southern India, and amongst other places 
rfcward. to Ajudbia, their-former seat of empire, whence tire .Bliars 
d driven the m, creating colonies wherever they went. 


T however venture with much deference, to broach the theory that- 
be B.aiputs of old were neither (exterminated nor wholly driven hence 
'v the’northern incursionista or by their prototype Raj■- N.uid, That 
'c more vespeetablc and influential clansmen may have fled before the 
eu dominant rulers of the serpent race, or of the followers o i Bddli, 
posable; but the mass of the Chlmtfcm remained, and were m tact 
Mother than the Bhara, Chlrus, and such like, and tiiat the dual over- 
brow of these degraded races, after t he fail ofDehli, was neither more 
•or Iws than the restoration of Rajput influence in the.se parts **ero it 
d been dormant, and the social reclaitnatioiL of the Bitars, e?c,, is to 
,v the least of it possible. 


The weight of opinion, seems to be in favor of the belief that the 
ia rs mav have been the so called aborigines ot eastern Avndh, vvhicn 


lOiranrs ox these pu.rt3 in Rams timo, are known to its o) 

• Kiiibhars Sir Hcnrv Elliot pronounces them to be “ ore ol tbe aho'f 
nal races of India/’ ami he. traces affinity between them ami Chu«*. 
ioyas, Bhotlfe, and pc haps Bhfla and Ahn#. 

Ebhiu-tone hazards the observation ttat such aboriginal «*•» os 
oso iusi u; trued, wire probably tho monkeys that formed the n«»mcal 
iiv oi Bam- Lastly one oftho most intelligent native gentlemen l««i 
ct an A'viidii Brauaiir., stoutly affirms that the Bliars were, w tact. 
* ^ , i • ib«r t* nnti > i PdniJitv.. I. rom 
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ia Barn’s time, orlouj; before tbe Christian era; that when ^her ^'mnc- 
hi'ior bv expulsion, they became rtegriulod; bat that alter the Jlano;^ 
ua.a conquest, -when the purer ChhattrU who bad perhaps Hod el.«» ; ou ’ 
ai)d who b;.il up to that time, we will say, luaunauod then- 
Prineittfos in that-quarter, were agaiu driven eastwards to AvacU>, - 
Kradually mixed with the Khars, or degraded Itajputs, who «« ^ jn 
! eft their homes, intermarried with then), by degrees rawed y ^ 
lt.he social scale, add finally absorbed them altogether; that in l£\ re . 
oppression of bkarOom, if 1 may use the word, was as * have a. j' 
.-.aid a social retonnaiion, much more than it was a military acl. 
meat! “ It is always thus ” remark. Sir E. Teunant m his Ceyto/. 

“ the fate of the aborigines (viz. absorption into the dominant race, 
Ci WT-H that usually consequent on the subjugation of an interior rcj.cc* 
by one notorc highly civilized 

If the Ceylon Rhudlf.sts, descended from, a, single Bra lutuu r 
Vpper India, could in time absorb the aboriginal worshippers of sunk 
and demons in that island, as they arc said, to have done, then there » 
no reason wlw the Chliattris, a lower order of Hj no w than the br: 
liii is, returning iu numbers from the We si and Soutlf* or aa ,.i v 
probable, returning from their new to their old faiUi, may not m a Ion* 
bourse of years have absorbed the Bhars or <puisi-IUijputs ot ii.Ui.l ri 
^ radii; 

It is true that T mav be mot with the remark, that the usual Utera 
rv platitude is to talk of races bring exterminated, as for instance n 
Maoris, UieKed Indians, and the aborigines of Australia, who are bom 
Extinguished, not absorbed. To this I reply, that the crises are by n 
means similar. In these modern instances the races were m eveny wa> 
foreign and obnoxious to each other: while in the other ca>e, the 
people were, as l think, of one nation and one blood, but for the tun 
being they were of different creeds. 

In Tod’s TUkstlmn it is freely admitted that the Raj puts have n 
ternumied with the degraded but aboriginal tribes. .Buchanan sic. 
fbnt the Rais Uhiputs are descended from Chirus who htivy> already beei 
iw\ to f. ; akin to Bhars, but the Bn is themselves affirm a dihernh- 
which according to Sir H. Elliot may bp a Scythian ongm. One 
tlic -Teat branches of rhe powerful Pa! war dan, inhabiting the bo Me 
of the Fhizabad and Azimgurh Districts, is a rowed l v sprung fro.u 
Bfifar woman* but her descendants all now intermarry into families th 
arc supposed to be orthodox Chhattris. 

The Amethm C/cm. 

Another important instance of the Bhar-Rajvuit connexion is t 
be found in the Amcthia clan in Hadargurh. 

In referiug to a Diary kept by me in the Lakhnau District in 135' 

I find, it there broadly stated that the people of the neighbourhood in whw 
T was then encamped, had info .mu. d me that the Amethia Rajputs wo. 
"the s utip as 'Bhars.” I find that an intelligent TAlukdai Cliodh 
Nawlib J». ]i of Salempfir, had also then informed me that 300 years befor. 
his ancestors had received the orders oi the Emperor of Dehli to driv 
out the “ Thars or Ametliifo, and to populate the I’argauah of Ametb 
]}eongarno\ known as Gosh c.inganj. T further find the following entry 
‘'The Ameth^i ire one of the lowest class of Rajputs, They rccciu 
in marriage the bah daughters of Garlic, 


■ 

clan» Sahajram ■ (Ufcrduij of Pokhni, married a daughter of Ganga 
Buhksh R&wat of Kfcimgjuj a Paul of whom Slecmuri observes ihat In? 
had lately become u enlisted into the tribe of £^put?’ J - On the same 
authority we know that a sister of the same Raw at married the Pmvar 
It/ip. of E+onjah. It will scarcely be believed tliai: the strange metamov- 
? basis of the dose .wlants of a common Click a!ar of the degraded 
P&d tribe, being traiWftumed into lUjpvit Raj&s with pedigrees 
reaching back to the Hood, took in these instances, no more than rhreo 
and four generations vespeOtively, to bring about. 

Khnmma .Rav/at was a village watchman in the Laknau district 
within the memory of men now alive. His second son w as named 
Bakhta, who had a son Ilisram, whose son was Gangi Bufchdi, whose 
ucr ancl daughter became the wives and mothers of Rajas. 

The al)ove inf ormatipn bears closely on. this enquiry in two ways. 

I. («)' It goes to prove that Bhars were Itrfjpufcs at the Matiom- 
editfi invasion ; {h) that the Bliars and R:\jpur.* of tho*e day* fiveh 
tonnarried ; and (c) that the XJjiav Rajputs still intermarry with wes- 
ru Rajputs, if any such there be ! 

II. It goes to show that transformation from a caste whose very 
>aoh is, to tiic Hindu, pollution, to a caste whose genealogies are an 
u&less, as their vanity in regard to them is absurd, may, as a matter 
ffact, bo elfeetcd in even a single long lifetime. 

Turning now to my book of notes and queries ; T find that the 
\md it logon i of the Amethia clan is this. AY hen the ChhaUrb me 
iciminuted, two widows of the Got <ribe fell into the hands of a 
ukmin and a Chau:ai\ 

Prom the first of these are descended the Baman-Oor and from the 
4 her the Ohamar-Qor. Of Re latter the Aincihia Rajput ar ^aid o 
i a branch. It is Considered an. insult by any other Chhattri to be called 
i Amethiii, because: of this reputed Cnara&r eoanexiqlh, and yet the 
*augi> thing is that I presume the ildjaa of Pokhni-dsari, Rumraon and 
u>np\, who' are Nos. 20, 21, and 22, on the Durbar list, would have 
ttle ditllcully in finding wives, in perhaps some of the best families ol 
iq country. 

[ have had an opportunity of perusing the Roy Bareilly u Red Book” 
i ^vhich the family version of the Amethhl history is faithfully recorded, 
is difficult' to reconcile its details with the facts which are above 
Rated ; suffice it to say that there are two significant a Remolds which 
o strongly coutinnatory of the questionable origin of the tribe ; and 
lese arc (1) that it A set fovh that fr the record of this ehm. owing to 
le different bu.rnin.gR out, are not well authenticated ” and (2; the* <f the 
under of the family was Mahipat Singh of the Collar (Gor) Rajput 
au. ; V ’ ' . 

The way in which we are often misled in our attempts to under- 
aurl caste subdivisions, is beyond measure painful. If we look at so 
ugh an authority oven as the Supplemental Glossary page 20, lor 
^formation about the Amothia dan we are told that they : are 
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Timii'ur next to Sleomau we find that one of the last Rajas of this 
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« ("Imhui-j ot' tlv. Bandalgot subdivision ” It wmil have bet 
M T4 that they ,-c or the Brown My who a,, nr. 
of .he Joneses. The fcamlalgotis themselves, sw J shal, luai al u 
s i,. w possess about as moan an origin as can well be conceived , an,.. 
-iltlio'iiff 1 ) Micro an - also very impure. Chohiins, I ijnestioti it one wil 

,vi;i to - An ** bi * oou - 

aijiship. 


Wrtim <,[ ihU pipe? »l.i* ..ill li irnM •• lio W?.* <*»«• 


T/ie Bhars continued. 

Tl^' Bbatvs arc not xaeutioned in the I'urrans. There is nothing 
filiow that they ever were a sovereign people, or had a separate iangu; 


We Have no Bluiv coins or inscriptions, though we have both, 

»Jinfill dvn istloS of a ocriod believed to bo anterior to them. * 
AvaclU the Bbiars that are left fill the meanest offices and tend swrr. 
Ka<t of Mirsap>ir, however, there an stall BUr chiefe. r l te nan 
of the Parvanah of Bbadot in Benares, is a corruptionof Bl.ardm, at 
the name of our Irans-Gogra district Bar.mch is said (with qnestoona.. 
truth 1 should say) to be derived from tnese people, lhy ame hi 
been Said of Barriely. The ruins of their former maeoruy .orts ai 

. * to be traced by scores m our districts, ai. 

the name of their former capital., where the 
were finally overthrown by the Muhomnn 
dans, after being, accord aig to popular hr 
dition, artfully plied with spirit^ was Ki 
bhawannur, the modem town of Siutanp^ 
destroyed by us after the rcoccupation o 
the Province. 

What the Bhars were to eastern Avar 
that on the authority of Mr. <...V.A ' Milo 

a close observer, the llajpnrts (by whom 
presume Raj pad* are meant) were to Hr 
dui, Unaoand Sitdpur, the western distri 
of the Province. : 

Even as instances have been given 
Rajputs being born of Bears, so ha* o 
been men tioae.t above, and doubtless others can bo founds ofthf 
springing from a Pdsi also ! 


** JS T 6ie X lirivo seen it men- 
ii<Mor( 0° ruinarliuldft 11 that '& 
“ b almost cxclubifftiy in di»* 
“ (ri.ctp inhabited ly peoflk, 
<* onptly least of Turanian 
“ origin, that \ve find i*n« 
“ de>h fifouo temple* of any 
«« y.^ri A Thari^sonry IbrUand 
other srrtwt iurt ial buildings 
vrhk'h the Phare are known to 
have powiessed in»d of ^vluch 
the .nunn i ro b 15H overy wen to 
V- seen, may perhaps be traced 
to their connexion with the 
South. It *.viU bo seen Mint 
they arc placed in the Southern 
section or suhdh 'sian of our 
iuojocfcj and the.&uutb is the 
1 umuftu country. 


Such aho probably wen* the Chirus, who claim descent frona t 
great ho .pent, and may therefore he the remnant of the N&gbaus dym 
ty of Magadlia, (llehar) to porn of Mirufipiir, and Benares, to Ghiiz.p. 
eastera G%jchpii.\ aud Be liar, in the first named, of which places th- 
wc Raids who are known to have been Chiras, hat who now call the 
selves Bcnbana iypts 1 Such again were the Kola or Coles of Kolia 


Selves ouo uixu»: xuijm* * guvu ^‘ 

to Southern Benares* whore they are supposed to be anterior to t 
Itajput e- .loiHsts, though <( -from the HarivanaaA" -Mv Ilcntv EU,v 
records that r{ one might conclude the Coles to be of Iidjp it decent, 


^'ST/fy 
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* T.’Tff. flinch fhia mi# rmU 
l*n l iinve f u'.en that, spyper on 
thd.Coiet by Colonel IlaUox). a 
t authority, Waa tr.oIy reiul, 
by Dr Mount WWo tfxo Jith' 
uciopivul Society. It wa.- there 
wuod Inal Aha CV:v*> were uui* 
Ui..' '.rue aboriginicf} j they mig- 
abed into the country after (lid 
wofciott of tho A/vur* vnea. 
he Oolea ice said to iuuo sumll 
lKonoaed bkulis, and are ge- 
’■•a'Jy 'VeU pi < (portioned. if 
aborigmca are to be bound 
t! would probably be 
•ding to Colonel Dalton 
itbo Bill men. 
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ns, according to my theory they indeed are*' 
Such also were the Crouds to (u>ad&ni # 
wliieie these wild people are said, b}' Sir EC 
j pm pie or M Hislop to hare been the ar¬ 
chitects or many flap BliudibC buildings, and 
to have acquired their subsequent honorable 
petition by yielding to the prejudices of the 
Hiudfis; and where, in their desire to stand 
well r iththu followers of die afterwards domi¬ 
nant faith, they have been led ‘ io embrace 
it and surrender their own/’ Thoir Rajas and 
Thdkors have been known to use "their utmost 
endeavours to be rceoghSedf as Chhatms, by 
contracting marriages with ueedy Rajput 



The K.orkds, who, according to Mr. C. A. Elliott, are in some 
s know a a? Honda claim a Ponwar descent * Sir R. Temple 'as 
has already been said attributed ; any im¬ 
portant 'Budhisf remain* fo the Central Pro¬ 
vinces to different Goad dynasties; and a 
writer in the u Times of India” in remarking 
on this fact, observed, " it is probable hat 
large n ameers of the Crouds became converts 
to ihidhism; and in after ages, iulcrmne¬ 
rving with the Talangi Hi nous- bceamb 
as ihuilated to them. Whilst Ilutihisru was 
prevalent, those would be builders of YiharaS 
and Oliatyay. Strange though it may aeern, 
tlic Mabommr.dan Raja of T)ewngurlt is des ¬ 
cended from a converted Gond ; but to this 
day he has not ceased to marry into Gond 
families, and hence lie is still recognized by 
the whole ivee near Nagpur as their head, 
while his retinue is chiefly Mahomniedan. 

So also, are the JBiiOs, to Mdrwar, of whom 
h Malcolm gives the following legend. 

“ In former times when Parasrani declared a war of extirpation 


: . —Accj>rdixig to the 
Sottlepieut Report, re* 
published by Govern- 
!.o Goo l<i • ixsrn w i<i to 
tijput Oopoert, uud their 
113 or Chiefw naory of tlvira 
vt fins u'i) r , Llfcct the 
g d Tv^iputiflA Of the 

it is also snirl, “ they 
bviru u Eijpht origin, and 
of tbr’? chief# on the 
ijohii’Vj Berar, ‘still dm>- 
d'. 5xns(ilvei5 the title nnd 
c» of 

*ding to the > r ur3i%[)ur 

“ th.) Xlaj-Oontk (or 
uins ) -near tho jakeo or 
dnr.ad, aod ftfleefi strict 
oxy in the obnervanoe of 
cs of tho Hindu rthg-ion." 
hbt'ians aro kuowu ns 
lomls. 



cd that every individual should eat the food of the tribe to which 
clued himself to belong. Those RAiputs who (lid so, lost their 
and kwerc obliged to adhere to tlic tribes of their adoption, but 
etained their former names, and this* (said Sir Johnk m form am,) 
nts f r your finding men who call themselves lihators, SolankiV, 
rmmgst the Bhils and in ant other low castes, with whom tiipir 
ors, when iu drend of extirpation, associated. 

o, lastly, no doubt, arc other tribes to other Province-, still fur- 
way from iLvadli. Sir Henry Elliot mentions, that north of the 
I.., the Doms : a race of outcasts, com"to have beer, of -he ahori. 
tribes, who touched the Bhars or tho east, near the Rohin, where 
hacl forts such as pdmangujh Ho detnurs to the orcT r of 



* Note. to recent 

mvmtft ret arm, I is 

efciU tv sm all colony oi' Doiwar 
.Kajptita in, the Gorakhpur X>ia- 
iricfc, and of Dhu.oea ;?i Azun» 
gwli. lb rtmj »: ppear Oil to 
hazard the re roar).. bub If <moh 
y dinted people aa Poah and 
BJptfs have been /ho wit to de¬ 
velop into Ka' iAl-a, then why 
nmj veritable jjamv not hat© 
been transformed into Xhmur. 
oy ifonwd* oV Kay putts 

o all avowedly ae¬ 
rate ? 


precedence of Buchanan, who (( conceives that the Dorns expelled fbd 
Thirds., mcl wore afterwards expelled by the Blws/ But I question 
.the correctness of Sir 4 Uenry^s remarks. about the Dorn.* The fort ot 
Ih>nmitguyh at.the confluence of the Robin and the Ritptu near OoraKh^. 
pmy was the :Tronghoid of the Domar, a degenerate elan oi .R/ipate 
v, bo held that dist.net prior to the Srinaggar or Smieth 'Rajas ot (1) 
Unwal. (2) Satasi, : nd \3) Ban 4 ?!, by kko»v common ancestor, a former 
m\i of Umval, they were dispossessed. In fact this degenerate : \>um 

*- tribe may have been to Central and Noj 
them Gorakhpur, what the degenerate Bh 
Rajputs, and others like them, were to tl 
different places already named 

The term Doin is now usual 7 / app- 
to the lowest order of mortals, but of 
formerly by no means uvraoramon for 
of this degraded' class, to rise to high jy 
under the Kings of Avadh, by whom 
used to be employed as musicians, 
story of All Bakksh Dora, w ho rose 
the Governor of a portion of the Pro , 
and who was connected by intrigues ra 
marriage with a former king, wiR be 
•vi the recoiloction of the readers of Sleemaxvbs Journal, Such mat* 
of i>om ad vancement were not unusual. 

All these facts, I maintain, go to show that the Raj nuts who did 
doe from the Budh&ta, but who remained throughout in thou ane 
taunts, became themselves .Budhist*, and arc the Bluirs, Chmis, Tie 
Coles Gum’s BTuis, and others. of whom we read, who are often c 
aborigines, but who are all most probably offshoots, move or less 
of the great Aryan family. Since the suppression of Budhiun, raa 
tfteie, as X have already shown, and will hereafter further illust 
have gradually reverted to doctrines which, I think, may be admi 
' were formerly theirs; and have again been received into the palp 
and cor. ven icntly t las tic fr at ern ity of Raj p uts. 

If the above Tieory is groundless che proposed Ethnological 
gross will at any rate soon show it to be so. 

Traditionary information .— It is affirmed by intelligent natives 
those whom we have above described as the northern tribes, were, in < 
past, ill possession of I he Trons-Gogra territories; while the ( is-G 
districts were ia the hands of those w ho are indicated as of souther) 
traction; but the admitted occupation of Apulhya, which is sou* 
the Gogra, by the Tluirus, is au exception to tikis rule of diatribe 
These ancient Tharus. who, if they had any religion at tfb were 
haps themselves Budhists, are,. traditionally said to have become 
process of time. unbearable from the exercise of their powers of *>j 
sion, fearing neither God n u'man, and to have rendered them: 
obnoxious to the Bddhist priests, who are represented to have rein 
masters of Ajudhya from the days of Asekd .; and so, according tc 
dition, the Solar race was once more locally resuscitated to chits vise 
reduce them to order. 

This race is admitted: by the Brahmins also to have embraced 



loctrine of Budh ; audits ttajn, Siri Chandar, is supposed to have bet a 
called from Su-i Naggar near Badri Nath hi the Himalayas, bv the priests 
>1' tlir.l religic u, to protect them from the alleged tryanny of the Tlu'-re^. 
j’hl' he is sudd easily to have ePeered, and having conquered the north- 
era distrh s ho estebiished hi# capira] at the place? hnown by the vuri- 
Uv> n runes of Bantu, Oliaudlvati, Srava^ti, and Sahel-Mabel, near Bko- 
ulh in. the Balu/uch district. The Thirds were reduced by him to a con* 
‘Ton of powerlosHuess, and the kingdom, remained in his dynasty for a 
ig period, during which Basai by degrees became; one of the chief scats 
the Badhlst religion. Its Ttajds are said to have used tlieir best 
>rts to exterminate the Thtirfe, Bhaiv and other anTeut and more 
faded residents of the Province, but with only limited success ; lbr 
Thai -us, it is wall kriowu; betook or confined themselves to the Tar^ 
re they have since remained, while the Ilhais continued to be the 
ctors of the soil in eastern A vacih, until the Mahommedan couquesi 
he power of the Princes of Basin is said to have begun to war e du- 
or.ulc of the R/vthor dynasty of Kaimouj j$L I>. 1050-1193], and 
rewa put upon them by Chant]nr Boo of that line, an offshoot of 
lar race of Judiatra, of which Ivfirii, who was put to death sirful- 
s]y with the overthrow of the Ghazni invaders, now to be men- 
, wo>* the last King. 

, is aafd that the principality of Pntni£> the chief kingdom of the 
I, vntti i.u those days, in a’* state of much disorder; and the afore - 
Knife, of whom little that is reliable is known, Wing resolved 
duo India, formed an alliance with Mahmud of Ghazni, and many 
rices were reduced by the combined forces. It was in the first hair 
»c eleventh century that flic Mahoumiedan Generals of Mahmud, 
x Salar, and Syyud Sakr existed in the flesh, waged a holy wr r 
t iTiv Hindu*, and lost their lives in Avadh, the former at Sa¬ 
il, the latter at Barraieh, scarcely a mart of their armies escaping 
U the tale. SIceman gives the name of the first of these generals, 
fitdier? of tho oi lier, as Shellkh Saldr nnd says he died at SatriMi, 
atural causes. 

It lias been mentioned as not improbable that Chandar Deo was 
the lr adcr of the insurrection whieKfor the 
time expelled the Mahommedans from India. 
Having disposed of the invaders, the Hindu 
leader# soon turned on each other, and d : - 
tensions arc said then to have arisen' be- 
tween Sohildro, the ruler of Siri Bastn, 
of the dynasty of Siri Chandar, Siunjbans- 
Budhid already mentioned, and Chandar 
Deo, Rathor, of Kantmuj 


'o Xihh of'the Cm;; r 
m. i Uh in descent from 
iwfci. Bin eldest eon 
Nab it founded the city of 
di (which t. .on vis 1 *nui;* n i* 
’) snarl wjnoii was aiier- 
ealltd Raima uj. Tb.o fm 
of tills la>t munj la mar- 
in • 

:ad a 1.' ;odred beautiful 
crp fbe-c v/cre on one 
or. eoilceiiveiy wooed by 
fad in liuinaii forth, #r>r! 

being a refer- 
o tb -.ir father, Corona bc- 
u.ccnsed, and again rv- 
p to bis natural condition, 
■d'iuto the nvjnpifs (ICun 
ao; tk& air they breathed,, 
0 fetaiU( *d Ida revenge by 
g them all huneh-baf'.cdl 
' H a io& t ho name Ken - 
Kisbj corrupted info 
avj. V;5eo Hindu Panthe- 
gei560.) 


Tl#* cause, of contention wits the posses¬ 
sion of Aji'dbyd, the fonder churning it by 
virtue of hiscvpalsion of the Maliomrnerlans 
irom the locality, the latter maintaining 
that it was a depeodancy of Kunnanj. 

A battle was the result, tvhicli was fought 
at Sat rijdi; in the jdaryabdd distyiel } and So- 
hildco beintr routed, Chandar became 
mailer of Ajudhya. 


\ 

JL 




